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2021 TACTYC Annual Meeting
Questions: Contact Karen Osterheld, AAA
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The Cook Prize is the foremost recognition of an individual who 
consistently demonstrates the attributes of a superior teacher in the 
discipline of accounting. 
The Cook Prize will serve to recognize, inspire and motivate members to 
achieve the status of a superior teacher.

• The prize consists of a $27,500 cash award, a medallion and certificate 
awarded at a ceremony at the American Accounting Association Annual 
Meeting. 

• Annually may be awarded to up to three prize winners, one each in the 
categories of graduate, undergraduate, and two-year accounting degree 
programs  (These categories are based on the level at which the faculty member primarily 
teaches, not the degrees offered by their college.)
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2015 Two-Year College
Tracie Miller-Nobles, 
Austin Community College

“ I want my students to understand how accounting fits into their 
future but even more important, I believe, is to teach students 
how to learn.  Given the rapid pace of advancement, skills and 
accounting knowledge that I teach today won’t be the skills my 
students need for tomorrow.  I strive hard to install critical 
thinking and judgment skills in my students.  I want my students 
to know how to think about a problem and how to go about 
solving it.   It is not simply enough to get the correct answer.”
“This quote , to me, epitomizes the triangle of what an 
outstanding accounting educator is and it is what I strive for.  
“The mediocre teacher tells.  The good teacher explains.  The 
superior teacher demonstrates.  The great teacher inspires.””  
William Arthur Ward
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2016 Two-Year College
Markus Ahrens, 
St. Louis Community College

“I strive to provide an active engaging learning environment for my 
students.  Teamwork and group activities are an integral part of my 
teaching philosophy…My goal is to develop my students into 
independent life-long learners.  The flipped classroom techniques that I 
incorporate into my classroom, as well as, the utilization of technology 
to engage students, results in my ability to meet my student’s learning 
needs…My teaching techniques are ever evolving and will continue to be 
tailored to create an engaging and effective learning environment tied 
closely to the Pathway’s Vision Model.”

“ My ultimate goal is to focus on student learning and engagement, 
resulting in my students developing a skillset that will help make them 
successful in the classroom and workplace.” 
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American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/
Deloitte Foundation Prize recognizes

Cathy J. 
Scott

2017

The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize is the 
foremost recognition of an individual who consistently demonstrates the 

attributes of a superior teacher in the discipline of accounting.
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2017 Two-Year College
Cathy Scott, 
Navarro College

“My teaching philosophy involves providing students with a 
stimulating course that challenges and supports their long-term 
career and educational goals.  Community college students come 
from various backgrounds, diverse age groups, vast experience 
levels and varying educational objectives.  Therefore, I believe it is 
important to relate accounting concepts through real-world, 
practical applications that engage this diverse population.”  

“My ultimate goal is for all students, regardless of major, to 
understand and respect the impact accounting has in their day-to-
day lives and future careers.”
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American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/
Deloitte Foundation Prize recognizes

Carolyn B.
Hughes

The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize is the 
foremost recognition of an individual who consistently demonstrates the attributes of a superior 

teacher in the discipline of accounting.

2018
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2018 Two-Year College
Carol Hughes, 
Asheville Buncombe Technical Community College

“To me, being a bridge for my students means that I help them 
along a path that connects them to a demanding but promising 
career…to help them understand how business and accounting 
works.”  
“Preparing this bridge requires a commitment on my part to 
carefully prepare, set clear, measurable goals and empathize 
with a diverse group of people from assorted backgrounds.  
This requires that I respect my students, care about their 
futures, and encourage them to believe in their abilities.”
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American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/
Deloitte Foundation Prize recognizes

Jill
Mitchell

The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize is the 
foremost recognition of an individual who consistently demonstrates the attributes of a superior 

teacher in the discipline of accounting.

2019



14

2019 Two-Year College
Jill Mitchell, 
Northern Virginia Community College

“My teaching philosophy is based on three core values—
opportunity, professionalism, and honor. Using these values as 
guiding principles, I work tirelessly to be a compassionate and 
energetic role model for my students and a mentor to whom 
they can always return for advice no matter where they are in 
their professional journeys.
As a community college professor, I am a catalyst for 
transformative learning experiences for my students, as I strive 
to teach beyond the outcomes.  I hope to play a small part in my 
students’ educational and personal development by creatively 
providing them with opportunities to become successful and 
honorable professionals.” 
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American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/
Deloitte Foundation Prize recognizes

Connie
Belden

The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize is the 
foremost recognition of an individual who consistently demonstrates the attributes of a superior 

teacher in the discipline of accounting.

2020
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2020 Two-Year College
Connie Belden
Butler Community College

“As a teacher, I feel two things are important: 1) being a 
nurturer to increase the learner’s capacity to engage, including 
being supportive during difficult times and 2) prepare my 
students for being successful in the future, which in most cases 
is continuing their education and entering the accounting field.
I strive each day to be an instrument of change for my student’s 
by engaging them in learning and doing what I can to have a 
positive supportive effect on their lives” 
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American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/
Deloitte Foundation Prize recognizes

Robyn
Barrett

The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize is the 
foremost recognition of an individual who consistently demonstrates the attributes of a superior 

teacher in the discipline of accounting.

2021
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2021 Two-Year College
Robyn Barrett, 
St Louis Community College

“The instructors/professors I remember are those who discussed 
how the class would benefit me in the future. They brought real 
world, current and relative examples to class. My teaching format 
is centered on this goal. I bring in real-life examples of current 
events which can stem from news events dealing with fraud, tax 
or the Stock Market. I share current events, such as Fortune 
Magazine’s “Top Companies to Work For” and Kiplinger’s “Best 
College Majors”. 
Engaging students on all levels of Accounting is an important 
goal for me. My greatest joy comes from seeing a student 
become interested in learning, while having fun.”
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Recommend a worthy 
teacher you know!

Complete a 
Recommendation form 
&  
Turn it in at the 
AAA booth!
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The Cook Prize
The AAA/J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte 
Foundation Prize is the foremost recognition of an 
individual who consistently demonstrates the 
attributes of a superior teacher in the discipline of 
accounting.   The Cook Prize will serve to recognize, 
inspire and motivate members to achieve the status of 
a superior teacher.  

Each year up to three awards of $27,500 each can be 
made in the categories of graduate, undergraduate, 

and two-year accounting degree programs.
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Convener:  
Karen Pincus, University of Arkansas
and Past President of AAA

2021 Selector Committee:

Anne Christensen, Montana State University
Susan Crosson, Emory University
Jill Mitchell, Northern Virginia Community College
Sandra Richtermeyer, University of Massachusetts-Lowell
Mary Stone, University of Alabama
Kristy Towery, Emory University
Darrell Walden, University of Richmond
Andy Williams, Edmonds Community College

Ex-officio Members:  Gary Previts, Case Western University
Kathy Shoztic, Deloitte Foundation
Yvonne Hinson, AAA


